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Scripture Readings 
for Wedding Ceremonies

These are suggested readings which may be appropriate for your wedding. 
Please review thoughtfully about what you believe and what you feel is
appropriate to be proclaimed at your wedding.

There is no “rule” about the number of readings which are appropriate during a
marriage ceremony.  Typically, at least two are chosen; sometimes they are separated
with a musical selection, such as a solo or duet.  An appropriate Psalm may also be used.

Genesis 1:26–31: The goodness of creation

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;26 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humankind in his image,27

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill28 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See,29 

I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast30 

of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And31 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 2:18–24: Woman is created as a companion for man

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make18 

him a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every19 

animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what
he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every20 

animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So21 

the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God22 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then23 

the man said,
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“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they24 

become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not25 

ashamed.

Song of Solomon 2:10–13: Love poetry between two lovers

My beloved speaks and says to me:10

“Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past,11

the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth;12

the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,13

and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.

Romans 12:1–2: The true human character need for love.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your1 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing2

of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13: The most important gift in life is love

 But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.31

 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a13:1

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand2

all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand3

over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant  or4 5

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not6 
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rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all7

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for8

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we know9

only in part, and we prophesy only in part;  but when the complete comes, the10

partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like11 

a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.
 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know12

only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  And now13

faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

Ephesians 5:21-33: Trust, faithfulness and obedience are mutual

 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.21

 Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord.  For the22 23

husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of
which he is the Savior. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought24 

to be, in everything, to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself25 

up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by26 

the word, so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or27 

wrinkle or anything of the kind — yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish.
In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He28 

who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his own body, but he29 

nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we30 

are members of his body.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother31

and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a great32 

mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however,33 

should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.

Philippians 4:4–7: Marriage requires gentleness and bestows peace

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known4 5 

to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by6 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts7

and your minds in Christ Jesus.

1 John 4:7–12: They who love do the will of God

 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is7

born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God8 

is love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into9
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the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God10

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one12

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected
in us.

Matthew 19:4–6: Two are joined together by God

 He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning4

‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father5 

and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they6 

are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one
separate.”

John 2:1–10: At a wedding feast, the best is yet to come

 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus1

was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  When the2  3

wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  And Jesus4

said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet
come.”  His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  Now standing5 6

there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they7

filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the8

chief steward.” So they took it.  When the steward tasted the water that had become9

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves10 

the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.”

John 15:9–12: Be constant in love and fulfill the law of God

 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my9 10 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy11 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”12 


